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    INFRASTRUCTURE FOR ENERGY AND DATA

1. The urgency of scaling up infrastructure investments: The cli-
mate law will require urgent and massive infrastructure investments, 
in particular in the energy sector. This will provide growth and jobs, 
which are fundamental to both the Green Deal and the economic 
recovery after the corona emergency. Driving out carbon from trans-
port, industry and housing is the bedrock of decarbonisation and 
will also require additional infrastructure investments. 

Ó@�	*#!20'h!�2'-,��1��,�#,� *#0B�The European electricity industry 
is committed to carbon neutrality well before 2050 and to a sig-
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as better air quality in urban areas and lower import dependency, 
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sector integration and the decarbonisation of the economy. Accord-
ingly, Europe needs to develop a !-&#0#,2�#*#!20'h!�2'-,�120�2#%7 
to achieve climate neutrality by 2050.  

Ô@��,*-!)',%�h,�,!#B The Connecting Europe Facility funds for grid 
infrastructure must be enhanced in the forthcoming revision of the 
Trans-European Networks for Energy to make the objectives of the cli-
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cial instruments for grid and production infrastructure investments, 
which are key levers for the decarbonisation. These investments will 
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such as hydrogen, hydropower, consumption demand response, and 
much more, which can help optimise the overall system and reduce 
the cost of the Green Deal to citizens.

4. Fostering public acceptance: Industry, public authorities, and cit-
izen groups should together clarify the interdependence between 
CO2 savings and infrastructure investment. Public scepticism of 
renewable energy and grid projects must be addressed by encourag-
ing participation and ownership in the planning process. Energy in-
frastructure should be built with the highest environmental standards, 
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research aimed at enhancing the sustainability of grid infrastructure 
',�-0"#0�2-�!0#�2#���1312�',� *#�2#!&,-*-%'!�*�1#!2-0�2&�2�!�,� #�#6-
ported to the rest of the world, forming part of a European green 
competitiveness sector.
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infrastructure, to enable the massive decarbonisation required by 
the climate law. This necessitates strong cooperation across TSOs, 
technology providers, governments, regulators and other key stake-
holders, to coordinate grid development. The development of re-
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 INTEGRATING MARKETS AND SECTORS

1. Completing the Internal Energy Market: Market-based solu-
tions, as agreed in the Clean Energy Package, remain the most 
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However, this requires real short-term electricity markets and relies on 
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tion of intermittent renewables and to be open for the integration 
-$�"#+�,"�i#6' '*'27. New regulation must be targeted, easy to 
comply with and not impose unnecessary regulatory burden. To 
achieve the latter objective, it must be fully in line with the “one-in-
one-out” principle.

2. Empowering citizens: Citizens need�',!#,2'4#1�2-�.0-4'"#�i#6-
ibility, i.e. to use less electricity or to provide their own batteries in 
times of low renewable energy (RE) or to recharge their own batteries 
in times of high RE generation. As citizens will drive decarbonisation 
by choosing green products and services, more transparency and 
better price signals are crucial.

3. Carbon pricing: The EU Emissions Trading System should be seen 
as the core climate policy instrument and must therefore be better 
aligned to the European Green Deal. In addition, carbon pricing 
must be introduced in as many sectors as possible to make re-
newables and carbon-free hydrogen competitive. We would therefore 
once more call on the European Commission to improve carbon pric-
ing at international level��,"�2-�!�0#$3**7�!-,1'"#0�2&#� #,#h21�-$���
carbon border adjustment mechanism.

4. Smart sector integration enables a decarbonized energy sector to 
drive out carbon from other key sectors such as transport, housing 
and industry. We ask the European Commission to strengthen the links 
and remove the remaining barriers between these sectors. This 
5'**� #,&�,!#�i#6' '*'27��,"� 0#"3!#� 2&#�,##"� $-0�%0'"��,"�.0-"3!2'-,�
investments, and consequently reduce costs for citizens.
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geothermal and others. It is therefore important that the 2�6-,-+7�
framework applies equally to all sources.

 BUILDING A RESILIENT, DIGITAL AND SECURE SYSTEM

1. Delivering the energy transition while optimising costs: Dig-
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maintenance, and asset management decisions. System operators 
will scale up digitalisation by increasing the focus on digitised grid 
optimisation and management to ensure a successful energy tran-
sition. The European Green Deal needs to allow the energy sector to 
redirect the societal value of energy transfer back to the citizens, 
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2. More technology innovation across the digitalised energy system 
is needed: REEF sees the need to apply scalable and secure digi-
tal technologies in new waysA� #@%@� 2-� $�!'*'2�2#� 1+�02��,"�i#6' *#�
charging for prosumers, to enable the sectoral integration needed to 
decarbonise more sectors and to ',!0#�1#�2&#�i#6' '*'27�-$�2&#�#,-
ergy system.

3. Establishing open access to energy data to allow for a safe system 
and for market players to develop and deliver a vast array of data-driv-
en energy services tailored to consumers’ needs. A single harmonised 
interface open to all actors in the energy ecosystem, will facilitate 
direct and reliable access to trustworthy data and promote and 

enable innovation. This increases the need for open standards to en-
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turn, such open access to energy data will enable the physical, data 
and virtual worlds to interact at greater speed, with greater ac-
curacy, and at a greater scale and will help establish and accelerate 
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4. Enabling secure and resilient systems: The security of electricity 
is the basis for prosperity and stability. Energy security in the physical/
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the whole energy system. Ensuring security requires the ability to 
resist new threats while maintaining resilient operations. It also re-
quires a new level of secure system thinking.  

5. Partnerships and interdependence: Increased cooperation be-
tween energy operators and technology providers – across sectors 
– increases the need for open standards and open technologies. 
This should be supported by interoperable ecosystem platforms that 
enable innovation. We fully support the National Energy and Cli-
mate plans, as a key instrument for governing the energy transition, 
increasing resilience and leveraging our European interdependence. 
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